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  Despite global tensions, the Rus-
sian Federation has remained a 
strong, unwavering force ready to 
guide the world with peaceful reso-
lutions. While reiterating the impor-
tance of sovereignty, the Russian 
Federation is preparing a coordinat-
ed response to the unsolicited acts 
of war perpetrated by the United 
States of America in Syria over the 
unconfirmed and dubious claims of 
chemical attacks that have been 
propagated by western media. The 
Russian Federation will not be nego-
tiating on this matter and refuses to 
work with the aggressors in Syria.
On the topic of  the supposed “gap” 
in women’s healthcare. There is no 
gap in women’s healthcare in Russia 
because of highly-trained and 
accessible doctors, which is only 
possible through the great services 
President Putin has provided for the 
Russian people. Economic sanc-
tions have been the only hindering 
force behind Putin’s altruistic work 
in Russia, The Russian Federation is 
extremely proud of the Mongolian 
delegation on its statement of sup-
port in removing the economic 
sanctions placed on Russia. The 
removal of these sanctions will 
allow the Federation of Russia to 
expand its healthcare initiatives. We 
wish to continue to work with those 
who truly have interests in making 
quality healthcare available to every-
one. The conference moves forward 
and so do we.

 -The Russian Federation

The United Kingdom was hard at work in the Security Council yester-
day. We successfully passed and started the embattled topic five, 
Syrian refugee crisis. Our motion to set the agenda order as follows: 
five, one, eight, four, three, six and seven. The United Kingdom urges 
the international community to address the brutality happening to the 
syrian citizens. Much discussion with the permanent members of the 
security council, otherwise known as the P5, took place and an active 
solution is being debated. The solution includes a ceasefire to take 
place in Syria as well as a closed airspace. Humanitarian efforts were 
also brought into the mix with the idea of bringing in Peacekeepers to 
aid the affected syrian citizen/refugees. There was much consensus 
within the security council about this solution.The only difficulty 
came from the Russian Federation which seemed reluctant, but 
through diplomacy the Russian Federation’s worries about sovereign-
ty, was placated. There is still much work to be done, but the security 
council seems to be working in tandem with each other. More prog-
ress will be made which will update the current story rapidly

. -The United  Kingdom

The Syrian Crisis
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War torn people now suffer abuse from UN peacekeepers. Mechanisms of 
peacebuilding does not involve taking advantage of people’s insecurities in 
order to pursue a personal agenda. In various accusations, rape contributed to 
the sexual exploitation perpetrated by members of peacekeeping operations 
in host countries. In the fight to get a certain agenda on paper Committee 34 
agreed to structure their session with the following topics, 1. Personnel 2. 
Mandates 3. Solution. Many nation states were deeply concerned by the lack 
of restraint of peacebuilders, their abuse of power, and the unlawful opera-
tions in host countries. Violators in UN peacekeeping operations have yet to 
be taken under a legal basis. Nation-state Slovenia addressed mitigation 
methods on sexual assault. Slovenia’s delegate presses on accountability on 
sexual exploitation and future programs that will focus on legal framework 
and pre-departure training for those aiding in host countries. To successfully 
target the issue of sexual assault, Committee 34 must agree on whether 
violaters should be prosecuted by the UN or the nation. Do peacekeepers have 
impunity in both host countries and the United Nations?

-Adraina Hernandez 

#MeeTooMUN
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The delegate from the state of Israel to the Fourth Committee has faced diffi-
cult questions concerning the state’s peaceful intentions during discussions 
regarding the Question of Palestine. India’s delegate made references to the 
“illegal Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian territory, while the delegate 
from Ukraine criticized Israel’s refusal to take responsibility for the violence in 
the region, stating that Israel’s blockade of the Gaza strip was “in stark con-
trast” to their supposed desire for peace.The Israeli delegate stayed cool and 
composed, stating clearly, “Israel is committed to peace.” After further discus-
sion, the delegate insisted upon Palestinian condemnation of all terrorist 
activity toward the state of Israel, asserting that attacks on Palestinian 
citizens were purely for the purpose of defense against “instigators of 
violence against Israel and Israeli citizens.” Officially, the Israeli delegate did 
not acknowledge any responsibility in the failure to reach meaningful conclu-
sions on the issue. The delegate from Mongolia, however, chalks the problem 
up to foreign intervention. Stating very passionately that foreign powers 
“should be pulled out of these bilateral negotiations,” he notably remarked that 
the peace negotiations at Oslow “failed miserably” and the Camp David 
Accords have “gotten us nowhere.” The delegate made explicit references to a 
number of other countries while remarking that “reactions from foreign 
powers have been a hindrance,” including Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Libya, and Alge-
ria. Still others called for an immediate ceasefire between the two states. The 
delegate from China explained that responding with force will only “pile up 
more hatred.” The delegate from Ukraine proclaimed his “optimistic solidarity,” 
delivering a heartfelt monologue stating that the ongoing conflict was about 
“a story of a child, a story of an engineer... a story of a person who was in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.” “Today I come carrying an olive branch,” he 
says, “do not let the olive branch fall.”

Zeke Sholmer

Peace in Israel Under Fire

The General Assembly’s 
high level event will 
discuss refugees and 
terrorism in respect to the 
idea that terrorism comes 
hand in hand with accept-
ing refugees fleeing con-
flict. Delegates must 
develop a consensus doc-
ument, a resolution with 
all yes votes, for it to be 
successful. Chairs Sara 
Jensen and David Perry 
are looking forward to the 
discussion and hope the 
delegates can create an 
evidence-based solution 
that utilizes local mecha-
nisms, intra-voting bloc 
solutions, while keeping 
the global community in 
focus. There may be chal-
lenges in the discussion 
when the right to protect 
and state sovereignty 
come into question. A 
resolution will only be 
passed if the delegates 
bring their bring their best 
diplomacy skills to the 
topic.  

-Andrew Kuhn
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The discussion on the Syrian Refu-
gee Crisis has dominated the con-
versation in the Security Council for 
the last two days; however, Satur-
day’s discussion has finally pushed 
the Council into the right direction. 
This discussion was fueled by an 
emotional speech given by the 
Syrian Permanent Representative to 
the Council, begging the western 
imperialists, namely the United 
States of America, to turn over the 
territories to the Syrian army imme-
diately. The Syrian Permanent Rep-
resentative reminded the Council of 
the United States’ blatant support 
for terrorism that has been histori-
cally prevalent in the U.S...

 Continued on Page 2

 Despite the extension of an invitation to a Syrian representative to speak before the Security Coun-
cil, Western propaganda and imperialism continues to plague discussions regarding the Syrian war. The 
United States and the United Kingdom were among the worst offenders, claiming “we do not support 
terrorism in any way,” suggesting that Syria “has attacked its own citizens” and is “annihilating their own 
people.” This of course, is completely false; as the Syrian delegate pointed out, we are simply defending 
ourselves against acts of terrorism and violence and attempting to restore peace to the region. Even before 
the Syrian delegate’s opening statement, the delegate from Sweden made clearly biased remarks, includ-
ing suggesting that we must “fess up to things that are going on within their country,” implying Syrian liabili-
ty for the actions carried out by unwelcome terrorists against the government
 The representative from the United Kingdom openly admitted to participating in a violation of the 
United Nations charter in Syria, attempting to justify this illegal act by claiming it was “preceded by human 
rights violations.” The representative from El Salvador also promoted illegal actions by claiming that the 
Syrian National Coalition has a right to national sovereignty, this despite their lack of recognition by the 
United Nations...

   Continued on Page 3

The Syrian Crisis

Western Propaganda in Security Council

5 Down: I am the wife 
of the son of thor
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...The Federation of Russia ultimately supports Syria’s wishes 
because of our deep loyalty to the meaning of sovereignty. The 
United States and other western imperialist countries have no right 
occupying a country that does not want them there simply on the 
basis of the “need to protect Syrian citizens.” Russia can only hope 
the Council also sees through this obvious western propaganda for 
Syria’s sake. 
            Despite this obvious western propaganda, the Russian Federa-
tion continues to cooperate with the Council, proposing a fact-find-
ing mission led by the Russian government. As an impartial govern-
ing body, Russia understands why the Security Council members 
need more information to make decisions about the United Nations 
role in Syria. The Federation of Russia only wants to push this 
discussion further to end the support of terrorism in Syria. The Secu-
rity Council is aiming for stability and security, which cannot be 
achieved through missile strikes affecting innocent civilians. 
Discussion on the fact-finding mission will continue into Sunday. 
Russia is hopeful that the Council will finally see the western imperi-
alists for what they truly are: liars and terrorists. The more we 
discuss this matter, the more people die.  

-The Russian Federation

The Syrian Crisis (continued)
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﻿”On a scale on 1-10 how moderate are you?” “Moderate..but not so moderate.”  -Bolivia
 As an actor of the world state system Bolivia takes a stand against unilateral action in Syria. The 
Bolivian government believes the US military and intelligence forces taking place in Syria are not legiti-
mate as the US has not consulted with the UN. The US has once again used the civil war to spread propa-
ganda to validate their interventionism in Syria. The US has violated the UN charter, ignored Article 51 
which states, “Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective 
self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Coun-
cil has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and security. Measures taken by 
Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence shall be immediately reported to the Security Coun-
cil and shall not in any way affect the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under the pres-
ent Charter to take at any time such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore interna-
tional peace and security.”  Bolivia calls for investigative measures to obtain full information on Syrian 
grounds. They believe only through investigation can solutions be reached. We believe the Security 
Council should be in favor to follow investigations of the use of chemical weapons in Syria. In addition, 
we believe that members of the world state system shall follow the non-proliferation use of chemical 
weapons stated in the Chemical Weapons Convention by the OPCW. The ideal of world peace involves 
the willingness of nations to follow an international rule based structure and encourage a strong sense 
of cooperation between nations. Principles such as national independence, sovereign statehood, nation-
al interest, and non-interference should be taken into consideration in solving the Syrian refugee crisis. 
It is necessary to work with the West and have transparent fact finding missions. Future forms of inter-
vention must be lead fully by the truth and cooperation.

-Adriana Hernandez

Moderate..but not so moderate

Get your MUNFW 
merchandise! 
T-shirts, water 

bottles, lanyards, 
pens, note-

books,and more!  
11:30-1:30 
Sunday & 

Monday between 
cyprus and se-
quoia  confer-
ence rooms. 
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 ....Even those who suggested “neutral” negotiations had clearly fallen under the influence of West-
ern propaganda. The delegate from Sweden claimed that it was time to “stop pointing fingers,” suggesting 
collaboration between Russia, Syria, the United States, and France, which would clearly be adverse to the 
development of stability in Syria. In order to protect our government and restore peace, the aggressors 
must be clearly identified and stopped; this includes the National Coalition as well as the United States, 
France, and the United Kingdom. Any efforts to work with terrorists must be regarded as a failure to ade-
quately protect Syrian stability. The Syrian delegate affirmed the country’s open-mindedness to fair investi-
gation and compliance, welcoming a Russian fact-finding mission.
           Syria is committed to anti-terrorism, anti-imperialism and the development of peace within the 
region. Many Western countries are determined to undermine our sovereignty by manipulating UN commit-
tees in their favor.  If the trend continues, and the United Nations and its objectives continue to be threat-
ened by impartiality and propaganda, then the institution may become as tyrannical and destructive as the 
nations promoting terrorism in the sovereign state of Syria. In the words of the Syrian delegate to the Secu-
rity Council, “this body may fail just as the League of Nations once did’; this is a grim reminder of the severi-
ty of the threat against national sovereignty posed by Western war propaganda as it infiltrates the United 
Nations.

-Syrian Arab Republic

Western Propganda (continued)

Some delegates in the Fourth Committee 
had a difficult time taking rules and proce-
dures seriously as Friday sessions started 
coming to a close. The dias addressed the 
body as a whole, reprimanding their use of 
computers during others’ speeches, an 
unprecedented level of disrespect for a 
United Nations formal session. Not much 
later, a delegate, whose country will remain 
anonymous, called for a “fourteen minute 
and fifty-nine second suspension of the 
meeting.” A request by the dias to amend 
the motion to a more reasonable time was 
denied. The dias went on to berate the dele-
gate, stating “we would prefer not to play 
games.” The delegate later made use of 
committee time to issue a personal apology 
to the dias. Perhaps some delegates would 
benefit from reviewing the rules and proce-
dures as well as examining the way in which 
they regard the United Nations committee 
process as a whole.
- Zeke Shomler

Decorum, Delegates.(story right)
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SPECIAL REPORT: GENERAL ASSEMBLY HIGH LEVEL EVENT
PROTECTION OF REFUGEES FROM INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST THREATS

 The generally assembly is currently in session addressing the issues facing the world’s most vulner-
able from the dangers they face in an increasingly unstable international context. During the high level 
event delegates must develop a consensus document, which is voted upon clause by clause, or fail diplo-
matically. Regional working groups are currently collaborating on policy and the world press was there 
speaking with delegates from each bloc. 

The African bloc has centered their resolution proposals around sustain-
able integration into host countries. At the core of this goal is, as the dele-
gate from Kenya said, the “state’s obligation to protect and secure the 
rights of life.” The delegate stressed that refugees “are not economic 
burdens, they are human beings.” This includes a holistic approach to 
strengthening infrastructure which will allow refugees to leave the hard-
ships of refugee camps behind and integrate into civil society. Represen-
tatives from Angola and Liberia are concerned about the lack of resourc-
es for many African countries as they attempt to secure human rights for 
all refugees. The delegate from Ghana gave an impassioned speech 
regarding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including the right 
to education and clean water, begging the question “if we take these 
away, what is left?”

   India has been pushing the problems of extradition and the importance 
of state sovereignty during the General Assembly caucus. The represen-
tative for India stressed the importance of adding these ideas to the 
final resolution to ensure the safety of refugees. India strongly stated 
that refugees should not be returned to their home country, but that 
state sovereignty should be fully respected in this matter. India would 
also like to see more countries accepting refugees; India is proud of 
their refugees and all their contributions to their society whether they 
are skilled or unskilled. India states that the contributions of the refu-
gees have improved and contributed to their successful economy. 
China, another member of the Asian Voting Bloc, has used their strong 
voice to influence new developments in the proposed resolution. The 
Asian Bloc is now trying to work with the Middle Eastern Bloc, while 
strongly promoting that developed countries invest in underdeveloped 
countries. This would help stabilize the socioeconomic status of the 
countries, which in turn would stop the rise of terrorism. 

"Refugees are 
not economic 
burdens, they 
are human 
beings."

"Refugee con-
tributions 

have improved 
our economy."
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SPECIAL REPORT:GENERAL ASSEMBLY HIGH LEVEL EVENT
PROTECTION OF REFUGEES FROM INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST THREATS

 Regarding the high-level event, Turkey spoke on behalf of the Islamic 
group during the caucus earlier this morning. Turkey and the Islamic group 
are currently discussing how organized crime among refugees can be 
prevented. They would like to strengthen regional coalitions to break down 
and prevent future organized crime. Turkey currently has the largest refu-
gee population, so discussing which countries should be taking more refu-
gees and how to safely transport them were topics of conversation. Over-
all, the Islamic group would like to see a final resolution passed involving 
strong economic policies that would allow countries to rebuild, more coun-
tries with more resources taking in refugees, and the reduction of orga-
nized crime. Pakistan, representing the Middle Eastern Bloc, is currently 
working with China on the previously mentioned topics. China would like to 
see developed countries boost their investments in underdeveloped coun-
tries to promote the stabilization of their socioeconomic status. The new 
operative clauses also urge countries who have not taken in a significant 
amount of refugees to support refugees in other ways, specifically finan-
cially. 

 Many Latin American countries are concerned about the physical 
safety of refugees, including repatriation into dangerous areas, 
trafficking and forced labor. A big concern is the impact of drug 
cartels, which the Mexican delegate described as “our terrorism.” 
Those escaping the threat of cartels may be deported back into dan-
gerous areas, the delegate explained, which poses a real threat to 
many lives in the region. The delegate from Chile brought attention to 
the special needs of women and girls, a group especially vulnerable 
to violence. Another concern was the prevention of the causes of 
terrorism, including climate change and economic hardship. The 
delegate from Brazil pointed out that “all refugees are victims of 
abject poverty,” suggesting that “economic integration is crucial.” 

"Developed 
countries must 
boost their 

investments to 
stabalize un-

developed 
countries."

"All refugees 
are victims of 
abject poverty 
and economic 

integration is 
crucial"

 With the clock winding and only two-thirds of the consensus document agreed upon diplomacy was 
in the air. Several of the paragraphs were under contention including topics addressing; the naming and 
recognition of specific terrorist groups, how to address the deportation and extradition of refugees, and 
the sharing of refugee information.  In caucus, in the final hour of the high level event delegates, were able 
to negotiate the passage of specific language on the extradition of refugees.  Delegates were able to 
weaken the consensus document by trading down and softening language for ensured passage of the 
document. Original language was amended from language such as “member states” to “signatories,” and 
“members states” to “willing member states,” effectively making it a non-binding agreement. 
  It is not without note that within the resolution there is great hope in addressing the worlds refugee 
crisis. The resolution did well in its solutions and called for strengthening the prevention of refugee crises 
through data and information sharing as well as increased efforts in protecting the most vulnerable of 
refugee populations, women and children. With diplomacy, progressive nations were able to place their 
solutions at the forefront of one of toughest questions asked of the international community.

Contributing authors for this special edition: Zeke Shomler, Emily Nolting, and Andrew Kuhn 
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 The division was apparent throughout Second Com-
mittee in Saturday evening’s discussion on the effects 
of globalization on small and medium-sized countries. 
Some of the developed countries, including the United 
States of America and the Ukraine, pushed their tradi-
tional values. These countries see how globalization is 
a tool to improve conditions in underdeveloped coun-
tries, which includes access to education, labor laws, 
trade relations, while maintaining national sovereignty.  
The underdeveloped countries have a contrasting 
perspective on the matter. What the western, devel-
oped countries see as an aide, the underdeveloped 
countries see as oppression. The countries make up 
most of the African and Middle Eastern bloc. Despite 
these opposing views, the Committee has been able to 
consolidate several different resolutions into two, and 
they are currently discussing on how to create a con-
sensus document by merging the two current docu-
ments. The big sponsors of this resolution include the 
United Kingdom, the USA, Germany, France and the 
Ukraine as it stands. 
 The document focuses on proposals that include edu-
cational investments, further diversification of foreign 
markets, and worker protections. There is also a men-
tion of strengthening current coalition agreements. 
These agreements are the North-South and the 
South-South coalition. The North-South coalition is a 
body that promotes investment in southern countries 
from the northern, wealthy countries. The northern 
countries then ask for control in return. The 
South-South coalition is a different body that supports 
a similar idea in a different manner. The coalition con-
tinues to promote investments from wealthy countries, 
but they are requesting to keep the control regionally in 
an effort to stabilize more independently. Both coali-
tions made their mark into the document. 
 Because of the merger, the motion to pass this 
document is likely to pass. Second Committee ended 
in substantive debate on the first topic on the agenda. 

-Emily Nolting

Second Committee Update
Discussions about a draft resolution for the 
creation of the independent city-state of Jerusa-
lem are currently underway in the Fourth Commit-
tee. This resolution, sponsored by the delegate 
from Argentina, would grant those residing in the 
city official citizenship of Jerusalem, as well as 
granting “unhindered access” to the city to citizens 
of both Israel and Palestine. The Argentinian dele-
gate justifies this proposal by claiming that “Israel 
and Palestine are in conflict over the city of Jeru-
salem,” citing no other ethnic or religious dispari-
ties which must be resolved, claiming “we don’t 
see a reason” for conflict within the city. The dele-
gate was eager to create a “multicultural, multilin-
gual, multinational community,” allowing both 
Palestine and Israel to claim the city as their spiri-
tual and political capitol. In theory, this would 
expand upon the 1977 land partition, which placed 
Jerusalem outside of both states with jurisdiction 
given to neither Israel nor Palestine. Despite the 
Argentinian delegate’s optimism, others were less 
eager to come to the same conclusion...

Continued on Page 3

Optimism or Foolishness?

The first resolution is titled “De-escalation of the 
Syrian Conflict” which involves the investigation of 
chemical weapon use. The operation plans to 
send 3,000 ground investigators. The origin of the 
3,000 observers will be of neutral countries. The 
Russian Federation states “We really want to 
respect the sovereignty of Syria, and observe 
Syria’s wishes. We will allow UN investigators 
under Russian Protection.” Investigators will be 
under UN supervision for the initial period of 90 
days. It is imperative to accurately assess the 
numbers of current refugees and in what ways the 
UN can assist.

-Adriana Hernandez

Security Council Update
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Optimism or Foolishness (continued)
 The delegate from Russia said it was “the most unrealistic thing I have ever heard in my life.” The dele-
gate from the United States “strongly opposes” the resolution, citing logistical questions about taxes 
and the military, concerned about the resolution being “too convoluted to be realistic.” The delegate 
emphasized the importance of citizens to be protected by their own compatriots, concerned about the 
citizens of Jerusalem who would theoretically be protected by both Israeli and Palestinian forces. 
Neither Israel nor Palestine were in favor of the resolution. The Israeli delegate made an impassioned 
speech about their superiority over the topic, lamenting the “sense of hubris” abiding in the countries 
who support the resolution, stating “we do not believe that third parties should have sole responsibility 
over Israel and Palestine.” Though the Palestinian observer was not able to make an official speech, 
she remarked in an interview, “I am open to the conversation of compromising in the two-state solu-
tion, but when it comes to Jerusalem it conflicts,” asserting that Palestine has the right to Jerusalem 
due to their “historical sites and years of history” in the city. She disparaged the tendency of other dele-
gates to “have allies speak on behalf of us.” It seems that despite the determination of the delegates 
from Argentina and other countries, a resolution may face strict opposition in the Israel-Palestine 
region if passed on the issue.

-Zeke Shomler

Aaron Holtz (left) Secretary general of MUNFW 68 hosts Mary Steiner (middle) and Gabriel Marins 
(right) in effort to bring personal messages to UN Peacekeepers through the Thank UN peacekeepers 
program. Don’t forget to turn in your message to your chair or a member of the secretariat!
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North Korea will likely achieve an economic and polit-
ical comeback with the lifting of sanctions by the 
West. The P5 nuclear power capability gives them 
perceived safety and a high chair to be taken serious-
ly, with both hard and soft diplomatic strength. Their 
goal is stated by the DPRK delegate, “We respect the 
rules and regulations by the security council as long 
as our sovereignty is protected.” North Korea 
announced their success on nuclear capabilities, and 
asks of the Security Council to be taken seriously in 
the international arena. 
 Sweden voiced the West’s angst over their 
current predicament, “We in the past have given 
opportunities of aid, yet your economy has shifted 
towards ballistic missiles, military, and nuclear weap-
ons capabilities.” The North Korean response is 
deflective, “You cannot give a man an eight foot tall 
ladder to climb a ten foot wall. North Korea 
welcomes all the opportunities to build their econo-
my, but not with sanctions. Until those lifted we 
cannot build our economy,” states the DPRK. They 
add, “Sanctions simply do not work, all they do is 
starve the people of its recipients, further sanctions 
would cause the delegation of North Korea to discon-
tinue talks and not reach an agreement that this dele-
gation all desperately wants to achieve. Less sanc-
tions leads to further talks, more sanctions.. I think 
you can answer that.”
 The West will likely lift sanctions to allow a 
de-nuclearized North Korea “breathing room” to 
restructure their economy in order for trade, medical 
aid and technology to be transferred between North 
Korea and other states. If so, North Korea will have 
succeeded in achieving a powerful political revival on 
the world stage with economic impunity by the West.

-Adriana Hernandez

Nuclear Dictatorship is Winning Armenian Delegate Roasts Turkey
One hundred years ago, the Ottoman government 
was in the process of systematically enslaving and 
murdering 1.5 million Armenian citizens. To this 
day, the governments of Turkey and ally Azerbaijan 
refuse to acknowledge this atrocity; not only do 
they openly lie to citizens about events of the Arme-
nian holocaust, but they encourage other states to 
do the same. This open denial of crimes against 
humanity goes directly against the United Nations’ 
goal of peace between nations, and this was made 
clear by our delegate to the 34th committee yester-
day. In a passionate speech, she stated “recogni-
tion and condemnation of genocide and murder is 
necessary to pursue peace.”...

Continued on Page 2

The Commission on the Status of Women ended 
last night on a unique and emotional note, while 
discussing a resolution focused on domestic 
violence prevention. Vanesa Avecedo, the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women delegate from China, 
shared a personal story after the Committee’s 
discussion around the issue. Avecedo felt that no 
one in the Committee was considering the history 
of domestic violence on women in these countries, 
many of them being South American and African. 
Being from Chile, Avecedo could stand back and 
listen to the disregard of this issue. 
 Avecedo described how she didn’t feel like 
China anymore. This wasn’t something she had 
planned, but when the feeling and the moment 
arose, she couldn’t hold back. Avecedo, then, began 
to tell the story of her best friend and how she knew 
she wanted to work for the United Nations...

Continued on page 2

CSW
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Most delegates offered strong support to the delegate in demanding justice and truth, the delegate from 
Burundi stating “genocide is wrong and member states should do whatever possible to recognize and 
prevent that.” Not only did the Turkish delegate refuse to extend any kind of compassion toward the 
obviously emotional delegate, they refused to acknowledge the responsibility of the Turkish government 
in any way, simply stating “I don’t think it’s relevant to the topic.” The committee chair also chastised the 
delegate for attempting to foster peace between the nations of Armenia and Turkey, instead recom-
mending the delegate pursue action from a Truth and Reconciliation Committee. If any progress is to be 
made in establishing peace between Turkey and Armenia, the Turkish government acknowledge their 
atrocities which plague their past, and the United Nations must stand with the citizens of Armenia as 
they continue to seek justice.

-The Republic of Armenia

ZP PSV DZQP QFHHVR A QPZFW ZDGFV XVFPVR QPZTV,
MZAPAFT UGR XDGQAFT PU JUTAF.

SVRV AQ MSVRV KGO UAFW MSZP KGO QVVC

 ...A friend of Avecedo’s was a victim of domestic violence and was eventually murdered because of it 
while she was in Chile. This experience shaped Avecedo’s future goals and aspirations, inspiring her to 
pursue the prevention of violence on women. To achieve this goal, Avecedo moved to the United States 
three years ago in hopes of joining the United Nations, leaving everything she knew behind in Chile. 
            “I moved to the U.S. to find a way to join the U.N. It’s been a long journey, but a beautiful one,” 
Avecedo said. Avecedo challenges the world on this issue, “When we propose something, we have to 
remind ourselves of our history. There are countries like Chile or El Salvador, we don’t have places like 
this to discuss these issues. If you don’t address the problem here right now, what are you doing here?”

-Emily Nolting

CSW continued

Amrmenian Delegate Roasts Turkey (continued)

 Myanmar’s delegation thanked the security council for their generosity in regards to the subse-
quent discussions on an agenda that will address their potential development in terms of infrastruc-
ture, technology and most specifically, increasing transportation efforts such as bringing rural popula-
tions closer to the urban areas. Much of the inequality that is being questioned comes from the lack of 
adequate telecommunication progress in the rural sector of Myanmar.
 At times, Myanmar's delegation favored the discussion of development rather than addressing 
the Rohingya refugee crisis. It is as if Myanmar is following a legacy of colonization as the delegation 
initially did not recognize the existence of the Rohingya population. Myanmar’s delegation asked 
rhetorically “Who are these Muslims, what are their names? What is the population you speak of. 
Those people might be leaving but those people are not ours.”
 Many council members such as El Salvador, Ethiopia and Sweden addressed Myanmar’s posi-
tion on the denial of human rights to ethnic minorities such as the Muslim Rohingya. Ethiopia 
addressed Myanmar, “Although Ethiopia never faced the scourge of European colonization, we are 
completely understanding of the immense hurdles [that exist] being surrounded by numerous former 
colonies on the African continent. Ethiopia reiterates again that it is very sympathetic to the undue 
burdens placed on the former colonies. For these matters, we stand in solidarity with Myanmar in fully 
breaking the shackles of their colonial British legacy. We implore the state of Myanmar to continue its 
development in unity with people of all religions, ethnicities, and even nationalities.”

-Adriana Hernandez

"Those people are not ours."
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